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Southern EXposSures s xasmemsces

An exhibit by photographer Fonville Winans shows a Louisiana that's now alimost lost

“When T was 2 vouns som T weasted bo have an
adventore apd since Afnca was too far avay.
Eouisiany served (hat purposs.” says T8year-old
photographer Fonville Winans of the years dunng
the sachy 305 b spent wandering the Gulf Coasi.
"Louisiana has alligators, mass palmettos—in fact.
wihen T first wene (o Grand Tk [ small ssdand off
the Lowsiana coast that was once a haven for
parates]. there were wild horses panning sround and
péople were Inng in thatch moofed huts. Yeah, I
was |eoking for somsthing swothc amd I found it ot
there in the svamps.”

If that reminiscencs whets wousr appebite fog
somathing peturesque. Winans photegraphs. which
goom visw this Fridey st the Galleryrat 817, wodt
diszppomt—ins work 15 25 romantic a5 his mp
Idyitic views of the Caun South that take s into 3
world of shotjan shacks and steamboats. magnotias
and fish fmes. glad-banding politicians and barTe.
foot brown-skioned peopls m faded cofton
clothing. Winans wotrk pays homage to a Southern

pural existencs that's pretby much gons for good.

Though Winans contiouss 1o go out on
shoods znd has worked stesdihy for the past 50
wears, the photopraphs on vieor widl focus on bis
wotk datimg from 1939 thooegh 1943—a penod
during which Winans created 2 pontrait of Huck
Fon's Sovth. This is- the Sooth as we like to
babisve it once edetad and tha biratry, bmorance,
raciem and veolence attnbuted to the resion by
writers  BHla  William Faufleer and Flnsery
O'Conner have no place i Winans sunmy reabme

Though Wenane pectures have a priity
realizm that's abmost vnavoidable when chroniclmg
& Hfe styia) largely defined by povedty, his
pictores are subthy composed in that there'snot a
trace of amyihing harsh, unpleasant or Homic aboat
them. Father, his work 15 essentially 2 voung
boy's fantasy of the world as 2 place of mystery
and Ematless possbality,

Tallang with the artist by phone from bis
studio ip Baton Bouge. ons realizes Wingns naver
copeciouely wivitewashed © the world when he
made his photographs—this is truby the way this
relenilesshy opismistic man sees the world. His
upbeat view of things is in fact the dominant note
i his sense of aesthetics. Graced with solid
techrical -akifls » plessant. if not deeply original
sense of compositeon. and 2 nich milke bo workin
it s fenalhy the sase and amiability with which he
views life that Tends his work its distmctive voics,
T must bave 3 gaardsan angel becausse I've been
taken care of  he cheechully points out, "1 never
planned anyihing in my life and everything cams
m ey b chance, Twe been like 3 leaf that
daifted off a tree—and for some rexcon [ always
drifted in an misresting direchion.”

Though' refatively ooknown at this point
Winans ook as though be's sbowt te drift into the
Limelight. Two vears ago. @A, photegrapher James
Fea'fwhe's aleo with' the Gallsry ab B17) was
walking down 2 street in Baton Bougs and nioticed
Winang sfudia. He subssquenthy stuck up 2
fnendshep wath Wenans and brought bim to the
attention of the local gallery, which is hosting
Winans® debut LA exdubition,

Though Winams dossnt ssem particularby
concerned about his placs in hastory, a lot of ather
people saem o b

_Hll:ﬂ- Harmgst,”™  abova (eft, (1940) ard
“Dancars® [1830), both from Fonville Winans
Somg Series. Lefl, the phoiographes in his
Baton Rowge stodio, holds s Speed Graphic
like one he used for many pictures.

Two beoks abeut him are i the works; one
18 a survey of kis photographs to be published
next wear i France. the other an autobiopmphy
written with writer iz Ballard that combines
Winang' pictures with joumals B kept while
traveleng through the swampe doring the “30s
Exlaliztiens of his wark are scheduled for assxt
wear in Paris and Loadon. 545 a New York show
that wall take plats m conjunction with tha
opening of his pal Paul Poodhommes oew
Tesianrml.

Moreover, his work, which is priced at
5300 to 31,700 25 selhng at an increasinghy bosk
pace. Wmans' most popolar pictuzes are his
isapes of hard-core Cajuns. and Huey Long and
his family’s political dvnasty. Hovever he's
photographed sveryihing from the el and fishing
industnies of the South to college beauby quesns.
and - Enterest i his more obseurs bmages s
prowing—nnch to ks surpnise.

Tdon't understand ail the attention peopls
are paying to mn? work because | naver considensd
my - pichues amything ereal,” he confesses. “In
fact, it shocks me what photographs sl for thesa
days. The oiher day [ zold a poot (0 Bmee
Springsteen—a picture of saveral pecpls sittmg
around a table eakmg ovsters i an pyster camp—
and he paid me 51000, That seeny fiks a forfune
to mec I don't know exacthy heow he came o
appreciate ey work, bt ks bought oo prnts”

Winans™ blaze attitude toward his own work
may be attributable to the fact that his piziures
2= bt one chapter =g very full Bfe



A pfted musician who chims he
once béat Tex Beneke = a samophone
pliying conbest, Winans i3 also a lcensed
airpliane pilof xn amatenr Eventoc who
patentad an yulommalie film peocsssing
machine, an authority on musskrooms, and
2 skilied carpenter. A lifelong athlete and
bicyclist, be founded a baking ciub in 1961
and ke bike was his primary. mode of
teansparision vatil 8 sirole slewed him
down (wo years ape. Ha's a fremquent roes
on telavised cookang shows m Louisiama
where he demonstrates his
specialby—Cajun cocking. On his joumey
ikrowgh the swamps in the "30s e mad=a
oL memete filen titlsd “The Crome of the
Pembal” that was shown  throughout
schoals i the South for several years, and
ke knovws howe tocall alfigators. “You have
fo be carefid not Lo do if pear the water,”
ke castions, Dot they'H come after you”

Bom i Mdeea, Mo = 19110,
Wenans was the eldest 1 5 family of four
children, and ks father was 2 emil
engineer. When Winans was stfll quite
viousg, Eis fmmaly moved to FL Wosth,
Tex, where Toaville's mother played
pune ind femped with the Fr. Worth
Sympheny

"The slogan of Fi. Wonh was
Where the West Beging,” but there wasa't
amyvthisng rozgh about that toon in the
205" Winany recalls. "1 meess P ahiass
bisr pesdfens v it veas foriunate for me
feat my faiher hksd 1o travel—he ook me
and my three sisters b0 Yellovwstons and
Mesa Verde Mational Park, and I tock
pactares there with o box camern These
wers somme of ey sxrlisst pistures—T sisll
Bave thate flms o6

Winaes first visibed Lowsisny. m
1979 when be accompamied his father to
beip tudd a beedge tn MMorgan City. He
wat immediately smitten with the placs,
ap i 1930 he returmed snd bought 3 beat.
up hittls beat for 525 which he eutfitted
with an muomobils sopne. He spent the
pext three vears exploning the Intracoastal
Waterway, ihe Satine and MNeches rivers,
and the Gulf of Menico, shooling fitm and
photographs.

"Life in the South dusing ithe “30s
was preat—in fact, 1 had the most
adventurous tmes of my lfe doning the
Depression,” B gecalls: °1 pode ireight
trains &nd emjoyed Ehat very msch. 1alio
acquared my bost durimg the Deprassion
and when I got mte the swamps I was a
bappy man That bitke boal was the
greatest thing that ever happened tome. 1
tlought the Depression.
wag vy miergdng, and the enly peaple
who were miserable during that period
wers  people whe cued 2 lot abomd
keeping up with the Foneses: T dide't
suffer then becpass 1 had nothing te bepn
wth®

Inspired by Lyle Saxecs bock

"Lafitte, the Pimte,” Wnans travelsd ta
Grand Isle | 1954, when he foand
lodgings in the heme of proment Newr
Orleans  bupnessman, Alfred Dapziger,
Danziger allowed Winans to st up 3
dakroom his heuse and he spent
several months on ihe islznd shooting
phofograghs, many of which were
publishad m the New Yook Temes,

Hes Grand Il adventure ended
kafer Rhat year when he ecrolied. af
Louzszana Setate Uiniversity &5 a poumalism
majer.  Whils i school he played
sapopbone @ vanous sowversaly binds
shot photographs for the school yeachook
and mads 1é-mihmeter films (several of
them of Huey Long) for the usiversity
archives. ol long after amimg at LSLT
Winans met Helen Collins whem he
marrasd i 1936, (After thres children and
32 vears of mammage, Wimans™ wile died m
1958.) In 1938 the couple setthd in Baton
Reuge, where Winans worked for the state
photegmphing elecied officials donng Eal
Long's first ratpm as poversor. That sames
ear ha war I::trd.uphﬂmg:phef far the
state  highway comeusyion, and also
documnenied ibe wogar, ol shrenp -and
eyster industries for the stabe.

Im 1940 Wirass went into bussness
for himself and opensd 2 pholography
sedho, wiich he relocated 5 1583 o the
shap on Laure] Streat where be remains 1o
this daw, In those early wears Winans
exmed a reputation as being pasiscularhy
skilled 2t skocting benstifid woomen and all
the local vamps mads their way to his
door, Called on'to record every manner of
nsprious  ocasion = Baton Bouge
Winans ks bad more bumness than be
could handle since tbe day be 5¢f op shop,
vel he remains usimpressed by his own
el

“Photography is definitely an ant
form and 1 realby adoire Ansel Adams,
Edward Stexchen and afl the old fellows
whowsed to make their oom matenals, buf
I doat comnuider mysslf s antisy,™ he caps.

“As 1o what my siyvle’ is—Tm sort
of untonscions when 1 make pichires and
all 1 can say 15 that T deo't Bke anyibing
contrived. | prefer black and white
because ('S easier bo create & mood m
black and wiite wnd 2« far ax pechaigne 1
jast. ey o, make photegraphing 3 fian
thing. [ talk to peopls and find out sbout
themn, then [ encourage them to be
themselves. Establishing a mppest wath
VOLT CUSIOMmET 15 2 very impodiant pat of
plmm:phv 20 [ iy vo makes peopls fes
rpertant. We den't talle sbout me we
talk about them

People aroond here dooa lot of
drigkin’ amyeeay, 50 of Thave to take 3
picture of somebody I don't e 1 use
wisiekoey, ™ be contemues. "One tims ] Bad a
gl comme into - the stodie who was ihe

st beantifiz] thang I ever sow and 1 just
coudda’t wait tooget her Enfo fhe caxmera
roomy Bist she was the wearst subject 1
ever bad m my Bfe becapes of  her
head—bher mental athtude was really
poor. Her bonydfriesd  had " booked - this
siting, 50 1 asked him, Does your
grlinend drisk? He sad, "Yes, she does’
and 1 s, 'Good, I'm ponna’ fay in a
supphy of her favorite beverage and we'll
try and get the pacture agam.” Well, the prl
came back and she emjoved getimg'a Bitle
bét tight, and' T made magnificent portraits
iof ber as 3 peayit.

“The sazisst thing 1o phatograph s
2 beashful woman” ba adds. "I just love
Beautiful women. All you have to do 15
make mere her b 15 comect—and then, of
couzse, | nesd some fime to get acqusnted
wath & giel g oeder o gsd 3 poad portral
of ker. The hardest thing to phategraph it
2 politican who's 3 prima denna. 1 love
pehticians bicause they're bag shots and 1
like tig skots; but they can be difficult.”

Theogh Winans contemess to work
every dav, he's Brhrensd hiv work load
considerably from the days when he did
several sitings a day.

"I kave to tum work down now and
had fo mize my sifteng fee to Keep dowm
the traffic,” he saws. “T'charge $500 for a
sitting mow, and T think that's & very stiff
fes. Td raiher be chengmg 550—and T dud
charpe 552 for a loog toee—but Tihad
medre Wwork than | icould handle”

Oddhy emough, Winans expresses no
neosiabrin for the kst way of  Hveng
depicted in his eahy work. He, in £,
seems  mmmnuns fe the  bitterswoest
mebanchohy his pictuzes anspire m others
A big part of tht appeal of these pictures
is “that they repressml a fmme when a
wouny man could stolee ot oen his com
and truhy have an adventure. There were
still froptiers to be conguersd, man was
vel {0 commi bis grave sins agamst
nabure, and the vambond Efe of
homelessness was a chedce mather'than a
sepenes. THis of eourss i no longer the
case: ol Woians nonsthalsss fesls {hat
the world arcund him hasai changed
sipruficantby. He still fnds the Souh tobe
2 place of warmth and sennzality, be still
finds people fascinating and basscalhy
pood, and bis old mver just kesps rollng
alagr
“That world T discoversd 35 3 young
man shll exists in litle spots, bat s
measthy pretty well faded,” be says. "But
peoenably speakime; [ don't see amy Ereat
change in the Sowth The Souihem
philosophy is Talow it sasy.

Mo need 1o nush s the  polioy
dovn here and 1hat's the same as I's gy
been: And that suits me

Krizhime McHernna 8 &
confributor fo The Times,

regutar



